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Your Data & the Way We Use It
The committee continues to work on ways to improve our
communications with all our fellow Association plot holders either
through this Newsletter (NL), Special Bulletins (SB), our official
Facebook group page, our website, the notice board and recently
introduced hand-delivery service.
Our mailing list for the NLs and SBs has been built up over a number of
years; however to fully comply with the latest UK Data Protection Laws,
we will now need to recreate that ‘Mailing List’ anew by asking for your
specific consent to continue to receive future copies of our NLs and SBs.
To do this you will need to complete an ‘Opt-in’ Form on our website
and much like many other online newsletters that you may already
subscribe to, the process of signing up is the same and should only
take few seconds to ensure that you continue to receive all our NLs
and SBs.
In the past, emails with the NLs/SBs attached to them have generally
come from the email address - readingrdallotments@hotmail.co.uk.
From the 10th January 2021, to fully comply with our Data Policy (under
UK Data Law) and to further protect your data, all communication
emails (with or without attachments) will now come from the email
address - readingroadplots@woodley-allotments.org.uk - so you may
need to check your spam folder/add this email address to your safe
senders list to ensure you continue to receive NLs and SBs.
With all the above in mind we have completely revamped our Data
Protection Policy (DPP) which had primarily focused on the official
Facebook group page. You will have received a copy of this in SB-70
along with this January Newsletter. SB-70 sets out how we aim to
comply with current UK Data Protection Laws, it also makes reference
to an addendum that you can download from the website which covers
the technical details of how we store all the data we collect and what
we do with it (very little we have to add).
Finally, if you do have any concerns/questions about our Data Policy
please feel free to let us know via the usual email readingroadplots@woodley-allotments.org.uk.
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December – Some To Do’s
January is generally a very cold month with frosts freezing the ground,
but with the strangeness of recent weather patterns who knows?
However there are still some jobs that you can tackle.
With that in mind, here are some other jobs to be getting on with.
 Continue to harvest winter cabbage, Brussels sprouts, leeks and parsnips
 It’s a good time to tidy up the plot and get rid of any old produce that
can’t be used and could provide food for vermin such as mice and rats
 If you planted any Spring cabbage give them a feed of high-nitrogen feed
to encourage leafy growth
 Start a bean trench & fill it with kitchen peelings. Remember to cover each
deposit with soil to prevent vermin getting at it
 Winter-prune apple and pear trees to remove any dead, damaged,
congested and diseased branches
 Order seed potatoes, onions, shallots & garlic bulbs for planting in the
Spring
 Give all your pots, seed trays, and other equipment a thorough wash and
clean to prevent diseases/viruses carrying over to next year
 More tips at Allotments & Gardens, Gardeners World & the NSALG.

“What’s to grow next
season? Now is the time
to start planning your
next sowings – use our
guide on page three”
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Covid-19 – How it still affects us!
Covid continues to affect our lives in one way or another via the
current restrictions in force at the time of writing. We also know of a
few allotment holders that are isolating.
The committee would ask all plot holders to continue to act
responsibly when on the allotment site.
We still advise all plot holders to protect their hands when touching
the gate/padlock when entering/leaving the site – please use the bin
by the gate to dispose of any used gloves/masks and not general
rubbish.
Plot holders must NOT wash their hands (or any of their tools) in the
water tanks around the site. Please use your own container/bucket
for this.

A handy guide for Sowing & Harvesting

The latest updated (24th December 2021) advice can be found at...
– UK.GOV - Coronavirus: how to stay safe & help prevent the
spread
– National Allotment Society - Covid 19 Emergency Measures

Security Update
New Keys/Padlocks
As you will have seen when you received your New Allotment
Tenancy Agreement New Keys/Padlocks will be introduced over the
coming months.
This will be a major step up in a Committee led improvement of
security for the whole site. As the council notice mentioned, new keys
need to be collected from their offices and the new padlocks will be in
place from the 1st March 2022.
We expect this to really cut down on non-plot holders gaining access
into the allotment site.
CCTV Camera’s
Some of these are being relocated around the site as we try to deal
with a spate of Fly-Tipping (See next Page).
As mentioned on the front page of this January Newsletter with
regards to the revised Data Policy; data collected by the CCTV
cameras is now covered by the same Data Policy.

Click on these for larger version

“Site Security is
important for all of us.
Please lock the gate
when you enter or
leave the site.
Also don’t leave highvalue items in your plot
shed”
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Committee Contacts

Allotment Waiting List – The waiting list continues to
stand at 92, with 11 vacant plots waiting to be viewed which
will recommence during January.

Looking to downsize your Plot?
The committee recently helped two plot holders split their
large plots in half as they were starting to find full sized plots
a handful. This has released two ‘new’ half plots that will
allow the Committee to allocate them to waiting list.
If you are struggling to work/maintain your plot due to its
size, or it’s proving too much for you for whatever reason;
then do please contact the Committee. We can then discuss
a number of ways in which we can support you.
Please also let us know if you intend to be away from your
plot for an extended time for any other circumstances
including self-isolating, extended holidays etc.

If you have any questions about any issues on our
allotment site, please feel free to contact any of the
Committee on their plots or use the email address at
the end of this newsletter.
Chair - Scott Golding (F30)
Vice-Chair - Sarah Lane (H28)
Treasurer - Kerri Evans (C29a)
Secretary - Gill Germain (C23)
Teresa Buley - (E18)
Tony Carter - (D21)
Brian Hughes (K33)
Barry Jackson - (G28)
Mike McNamara (E14)

Fly-Tipping on site
We are sorry to report that
Fly-Tipping is returning to
the allotment site. This is
one example!
We believe that we may
have identified this culprit
through the onsite CCTV
cameras.
The Committee will be writing to Woodley Town Council
who may take action against the Tenant in accordance with
the latest Tenancy Agreement. The Committee has
identified at least three other area’s on the site where
dumping has taken place and will be investigating these
further.
The Committee would like to point out that not only does
this make the allotment site untidy, it also has to be cleared
up and that there could be a cost to this.
It is in all our interests that we take care not to ‘dump’
rubbish around the site and it is up to each and every plot
holder to dispose of anything that cannot be composted or
put on a bonfire – when they are allowed.

Road Repairs – Phase Two
As you will have read on the Official Facebook page, this had
to be postponed last month at short notice due to
circumstances beyond our control. However, we do hope to
get this done in January so keep an eye out for Facebook
announcements/email notices. If you can come along and
help us with this important task, please let us know via the
email address at the end of this newsletter.

Bonfires – As mentioned previously, WTC turned
down a recent request to extend the start time of
bonfires. WTC’s Leisure Services Committee has also
stated “it discourages the use of bonfires in favour of
composting”. In light of current environmental
discussions, we will be conducting some polls to gather
people’s thoughts about this subject.

Our Contact Details
If you have any suggestions for items that
you would like to see covered in further
editions of this newsletter,
please do contact us at:
readingroadplots@woodley-allotments.org.uk

