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Covid-19 (Coronavirus)
Sadly; we are all now aware of the effects that this virus is
having on the UK & elsewhere and the movement restrictions
that we are all having to come to terms with.
Luckily, we are still allowed; even encouraged (as part of our
daily exercise) to continue to visit our allotments and we
hope that this will continue, even if more stringent
movement restrictions are announced.

Notices
“Bonfires – Don’t forget, you
only have till 30thApril 2020
to have your last bonfire.
After that date, they are
banned by WTC till 1st
October 2020”

There is lots of advice surrounding Covid-19 which you can
find by following the links below.
However, from a local point of view, we would point out the
need to protect your hands when touching the gate/padlock
when entering/leaving the site.
Please follow recommend guidelines regarding hand washing
etc., however we would ask you to NOT wash your hands (or
any of your tools) in the water tanks around the site. Please
use your own container/bucket for this.
National Allotment Society - Covid 19 Emergency Measures

UK.GOV - Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do
Bonfires
From January 2020, new (WTC) rules mean that NO bonfires
allowed onsite after the 1st May 2020 until the 1st Oct. 2020.
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April – Some To Do’s
There is plenty of non-allotment news to distract us; however with the arrival of
April, there is also a lot to do on the allotment. Hopefully, the recent good week
of weather has allowed us all to catch on various tasks. So with that in mind,
here are some jobs that you could be getting on with during April.


April is the month to get those chitted seed potatoes in the ground



Complete the planting of onion sets



Last chance to sow aubergines, chillies and tomatoes, which need a long
growing season to do well. Sow them under cover



Beetroot and carrots can be sown directly outside



Other crops that can be sown under cover include celeriac, courgettes,
squashes, pumpkins and marrows, as well as leeks



Finish filling your runner bean trench and put up the runner bean poles



If you have any, thin out seedlings of crops sown last month, according to the
spacing’s on the packets



Continue weeding – especially perennial weeds which will be starting to appear
now – if you get on top of them now, they’ll be easier to control for the rest of the
year. Hoe regularly to prevent annual weed seedlings growing.

“Clear the old leaves
off strawberry plants
and protect any early
strawberries with netting
to keep birds and
squirrels out.”
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Project Updates
Launchpad
Clearly with the current situation, the project is on hold and no more
corporate volunteers will attend the site for the foreseeable future. This will
have an impact of the amount of money we receive for running the
scheme. Hopefully, we will be able to resume again soon.
In the meantime, the Launchpad
Container has had a bit of a revamp
(Brilliant work by Gareth and Tina) ready
for the use by the next volunteers. With
that in mind we need some help in
maintaining the Launchpad plots over the
next few weeks planting and looking after
stuff already growing. If you can help this
project, please let us know via the usual
email address.

A handy guide for Sowing & Harvesting

Bee Hives
We now have our first Bee Hives in place. However,
due to the current situation, it may be a while before
we have others in place. The committee has had
suitable notices placed on the surrounding fencing.

Forthcoming site changes
Gate Locks
As was mentioned in a previous newsletter, WTC have given the go ahead to
replace the padlocks/keys with higher security versions. It is likely that this
will happen over the summer and we will issues a Special Bulletin about this
important security update to the site with more details.

Click on these for larger version

In the meantime we ask that all plot holders ensure that the gate is shut and
locked when entering or leaving the site.
Main Gate Entrance
As we will have all seen; the main gate
entrance road (Victory Row) badly
deteriorated over recent months due
to atrocious weather conditions.
WTC have recently inspected that
area and have agreed to carry out
remedial work whereby the whole of
that entrance will now be re-laid.
This work will be carried out during the August Bank Holiday and there is
likely to be some disruption to the entrance to the site. We will send out a
Special Bulletin detailing the work in due course. In the meantime the
committee would like to thank all plot holders who have been filling in many
of the potholes around the site and particularly near the gate with stones.

“Site Security is
important for all of us.
Please lock the gate
when you enter or
leave the site.”
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Other Items

Pallets & Wood Chip

Woodley Food Bank Donations - Jenny Vertigan (Plot
C36) has a grey box on her plot (opposite the M&S
carpark with polytunnel. Please feel free to leave any
donations here. No fresh items though.

We continue to receive regular supplies of Pallets &
Wood Chip.

Removal of ‘Items’ from plots – If it is not on your
plot, then it is not yours to take! The exception being
Pallets & Wood Chip; which are always clearly
indicated. The committee would also like whoever
removed the flag stones from ground near to the
Launchpad plot to return them; we understand that
mistakes can happen!
Report all thefts/suspicious act to our email address.

Pallets can be found either by the ‘Shed’ or next to the
Launchpad project plots.

You will also find the Wood Chip pile there which is
free for all Plot holders to use on their own Plots.
Please do NOT take this off site.

How to plan an allotment
National Allotment Society
We have quite a number of new Allotment Tenants starting this
year and while it can seem a bit daunting at first, there are
many sources such as Plot neighbours, Book and online
information that can help with getting started.
Here’s one source from the National Allotment Society that give
some good guidance on getting started with your first
allotment.

Allotments are wonderful things, but they must be cared for
and nurtured in order to get the best out of them. The type of
soil you have, the way the sun hits your plot and direction of the
wind will all play a part in the types of plants you’ll be able to
grow. It is often worth having a chat with some of the longer
established allotment holders as they will know instantly what
does and doesn’t work on your site, thus saving you time and
effort.
If however you need to clear your site of weeds before you can
even see the soil, then we recommend not using a rotavator as
some weeds, particularly the more persistent (couch grass,
docks, nettles, bindweed) will be chopped up and will spread
and multiply as a result. It may seem tedious, but cut your
weeds back to stubble height and then dig them out, also
regularly hoeing in dry weather is the best way to kill off weeds.

Traditionally allotments are set in rows, on a three year crop
rotation system (brassicas, roots and then ‘other veg’), but
today the style of allotment planting is much looser…
For the full article, click here.

We would like to have a
Logo that represents the
Allotment Association.
Please send any suggestions to the usual email
address below and we will announce it at the
rescheduled AGM later this year.

Our Contact Details
If you have any suggestions for items that
you would like to see covered in further editions
of this newsletter,
please do contact us at:
readingrdallotments@hotmail.co.uk

