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Allotment Plot Waiting List 
There were no new tenants in November; the waiting 
list remains at 18.  

Site Security/General Site Issues 
There seems to be a number of repeat issues 
cropping up across the whole site; including litter 
being left alongside plots/roads, items being taken 
from plots by other plot holders, the main gate 
being left unlocked, speeding causing the roads to 
deteriorate quickly to name a few. We will be 
discussing these and other issues in an upcoming 
Special Bulletin. 

A lot of work has been done over the past few years 
to improve the site and it’s down to every one of us 
to help maintain the look and safety of our site. 

An increasing waiting list shows that people want to 
join us as they see a safe environment for gardening. 
Please, let’s work together to maintain that feeling. 

Notices

December – Some To Do’s

 Keep checking netting/mesh if you have 
brassicas, onion sets in the ground 

 Keep picking the Brussels sprouts to ensure 
the sprouts don’t blow open. Pick them from 
the base of the plant up, twisting them away 
from the plant 

 Parsnips and leeks can be left in the ground to 
be lifted as needed 

 Prune fruit bushes – this can be done any time 
between November and March, while they are 
dormant 

 December is also a good month to winter 
prune apple & pear trees to control their shape 
and size, and to increase their productivity  
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Important Housekeeping Points 

The Main Gate – The Allotment committee 
would like to remind all allotment holders that 
you must always close and lock the main gate 
after entering or leaving the site.

Speed Limit – The speed limit of 5MPH seems 
to have been ignored by a number of Tenants 
recently. All Plot holders will have received a 
copy of a letter sent out by the council a copy 
of which has also now been attached to the 
Front Gate entrance. 

 Clear up the remains of any unused summer 
crops and compost where possible 

 There is no seed to sow in the ground this 
month. However, December is a great time to 
plant bare-root canes, bushes and trees 

 If the ground is not frozen or too water-
logged, there is still some digging that can be 
done, incorporating compost/organic matter 
as you go along. For example trenches filled 
with kitchen peelings for next years runner 
beans. 

 December is also a good time to check over 
all the tools ready for the start of the next 
season. 

December 2019
Edit ion 69

With winter now here, daylight hours are in short supply with the shortest day on the 21st. 
However, if the weather allows there are still some tasks to be getting on with for the rest of December. 
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Project updates 
Pond Update 
Although filled with rainwater that fell over the past 
few months, we have been active and now have the 
Daffodils and Primroses planted and some of the 
donated turf has been laid. Thanks to the Launchpad 
volunteers for their help. 

Launchpad Charity - Update  
from Carolyn Davies – Lead Coordinator for our 
Allotment site with Launchpad. 

We continue to host corporate volunteers on our 
site from various companies including a recent 
group from Johnson Matthey, who also helped with 
the pond and some localised road repairs. 

We are still delivering produce from the plots to 
‘Readifood’, although in smaller quantities due to 
the season. 

We also had a report in the Reading Chronical
about the project. 

Bee Hives Project 

This continues to move forward with a number of 
people now committing to having a Hive on site. 
The boundary fence will be erected in January.  

Bee Roadzz Project 

We will be looking to start the sowing of seed in 
the coming months as this project grows.

Notice Board 

The new Notice Board at the entrance gate has 
now been installed. 

David Stares

Sadly, we have to report that a long time tenant 
and committee member David Stares passed 
away recently. Also a Woodley town councillor, 
David was very helpful in any discussions with 
the council. He will be greatly missed by all that 
knew him. 

… and Finally 

The committee would like to wish all tenants the 
Season’s Greetings for the upcoming holidays 
and like them, we look forward to a successful 
growing season in 2020. 

We can complain because rose bushes have 
thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes 
have roses.
– Abraham Lincoln 

Items of interest

Our Contact Details 
If you have any suggestions for items that
you would like to see covered in further 

editions of this newsletter,  
please do contact us at: 

readingrdallotments@hotmail.co.uk


